
ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
DATE: March 8, 2013                              Special Provision No. 
 

12-0600 

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 1, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Quality Control and Quality Assurance (QC/QA) Requirements for Hot Mix 

Asphalt (HMA) Pavement. 
 
 Alabama Standard Specifications, 2012 Edition, SECTION 106 shall be modified as 
follows: 

SECTION 106 
CONTROL OF MATERIALS 

106.09 Quality Control and Quality Assurance (QC/QA) Requirements for Hot Mix Asphalt 
(HMA) Pavement. 
 (c) QUALITY ASSURANCE. 
  1. ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURES. 
   Item 1 of Subarticle 106.09(c) shall be replaced with the following: 

  1. ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURES. 
   All materials will be evaluated for acceptance and payment through the Department's 
Acceptance Procedures specified herein. The Department will be responsible for determining the 
acceptability and pay factor of the construction and materials incorporated therein.  
   The Department will utilize the Contractor’s QC System test results for liquid asphalt 
binder content and laboratory compacted air void content for pay purposes except where: 
    a. The Department’s Quality Assurance testing, as described in Item 3 below and 
Subarticle 410.08, does not validate the quality of the material. 
    b. QC sampling and testing was not performed in accordance with specified 
procedures. 
       The Department will determine the sample locations. 
   The sampling and testing frequencies shall conform to the requirements given in Table 1 
for a pay item when the accumulated amount of asphalt mix placed for that pay item exceeds 250 tons 
{250 metric tons}. The accumulated amount of asphalt mix shall be the current total amount of asphalt 
mix that has been placed beginning from the start of construction. The sampling and testing 
frequencies given in Table 1 may be waived by the Division Materials Engineer and the asphalt mix may 
be accepted by visual observation for a maximum accumulated asphalt mix placement quantity of 250 
tons {250 metric tons} or less for any individual pay item. The Engineer will record the results of the 
acceptance of the asphalt mix on form BMT-16 if sampling and testing is not required.  
   All conforming and nonconforming inspections and test results will be monitored in 
accordance with ALDOT-353 and ALDOT-370 and shall be recorded on approved forms and charts which 
shall be kept up to date and complete and shall be available at all times to the Department during the 
performance of the work. Only those tests designated by the Department in advance as acceptance 
tests will be utilized in the computation of pay factors. Test properties shall be charted on forms that 
are in accordance with the applicable requirements of the Department. A copy of each chart and form 
to be used by the Contractor will be furnished by the Department. The Contractor shall furnish his own 
supply of the charts and forms. The Contractor or Producer may design their own forms and charts; 
however, these must be approved by the Engineer prior to their use.  
   A  LOT is normally defined as 2,800 tons {metric tons} for Section 327, 423 and 424 
mixes, and 2,000 tons {metric tons} for Section 420 mixes, consisting of four QC test sets of laboratory 
tests (liquid asphalt binder content and laboratory air voids or gradation), unless specifically stated 
otherwise in this item or elsewhere in the specifications. A LOT will usually consist of at least four 
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density tests; however, a LOT may have fewer than four density tests. The Engineer will round a 
testing increment or a LOT to the nearest truckload of material. 
   A LOT lasting longer than thirty calendar days or a LOT with inactivity for longer than 30 
calendar days will be terminated.  Mix produced after the completion of the last full LOT, a terminated 
LOT, and small production projects will be evaluated and pay factors computed and may be accepted 
on the basis of less than four laboratory tests (liquid asphalt binder content and laboratory air voids or 
gradation).  
   Each LOT will be accepted on the basis of the actual number of test sets run for that 
LOT. If the production process is considered out of control (any individual test result for asphalt 
content, gradation (single sieve), or air voids has a pay factor equal to 0.80 computed from the “1 
Test” column in Table II, Table III, or Table VI, of Subarticle 410.08 whichever is appropriate), 
production shall be suspended and corrections made as outlined in Subarticle 410.08.  Gradation pay 
factors are normally computed on each screen tested and then averaged, however, if any individual 
screen has a pay factor of 0.80 (before being averaged with the other screen(s)), the process is 
considered out of control. 
   The Contractor may voluntarily terminate a LOT when the pay factor will be less than 
0.90 when calculated using the one test row of table II, III, and VI in Section 410. If the Contractor 
terminates a LOT, production shall be suspended and corrections made as outlined in Subarticle 
410.08. The voluntary termination of a LOT may only be done once per pay item, per project. 
   All sampling, testing and computations for a LOT will be completed and pay factors 
provided the Contractor as soon as possible. 
   All sampling and testing of materials, including frequency of samples and tests for the 
Contractor's Quality Control and the Department's verification, shall be performed in strict 
conformance with the Department's Testing Manual as modified in Table I. This Manual (available on 
the ALDOT Internet Site) contains guidance for sampling and testing procedures from AASHTO, ASTM, 
and ALDOT procedures. 
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