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September 30, 2019 

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Region Engineers 

ATTN: Asst. Region Engineers, Region Preconstruction Engineers, 
Area Operations, Construction, and Local Transportation Engineers 

FROM: Winston J. Powe, PE 
State Construction Engineer 

RE: Striping, Marking, and Legend Layout 

Based on feedback recently received from the ARBA Liaison Committee and from observations in the 
field, there are still on-going issues with the proper layout of striping, markings, and legends, especially for 
accel/decel lanes, lane drops, and lane reductions.  The need to be knowledgeable about current practices 
and to communicate with the striping subcontractor well in advance of the performance of the work was 
previously addressed in CIM 8-2018 (copy attached).  Furthermore, this issue was singled out at the 2019 
CE/ME Conference as one of the Points of Emphasis in the “State of Construction” presentation.  

In an effort to bring about improvements, Mr. Kerry NeSmith, Deputy State Maintenance Engineer, gave a 
presentation titled Striping Matters v2.3 at the same CE/ME Conference.  The PowerPoint version can be 
found on ALDOT’s Intranet at \\csnt401\temp\CEME, and a pdf version is also attached for distribution 
to parties outside the Department.  The presentation, which references applicable ALDOT special 
drawings and the MUTCD, would be very useful for training of your personnel.  A narrated version is 
forthcoming to enhance the use of this presentation as a training tool. 

Since the release of CIM 8-2018 and its follow-up, we are aware that improvements have been made in 
plan layouts for striping, marking, and legend layouts and plan box sheets.  Examples of each are attached. 
Providing this type of information will help avoid mistakes in the field and the need for corrections. 

CIMs 5-2017 and 1-2019, along with a follow up to CIM 8-2018, are also attached for your reference and 
emphasis to your personnel.  Please share this memorandum with appropriate personnel within your 
Bureau, Region, and Area. 
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“Striping Matters”
v2.3

Kerry NeSmith, P.E.
CE/ME Conference
September 5, 2019



Items to address

• Acceleration Lanes
• Deceleration Lanes
• Dropped Lanes
• Lane Reductions
• Stop lines
• Intersections



Items to address

• Acceleration Lanes
• Deceleration Lanes
• Dropped Lanes



STRIKE 3!!!





Index 1012

Acceleration Lanes







STRIKE 3!!!







Index 1014
Parallel Deceleration Lanes



Index 1014

Parallel Deceleration Lanes
(not the same as a drop lane)



Index 1014







Same striping with or without optional exit lane!



(1-1, then flyout)







Base Hit!!!







Index 1014
LANE DROPS





Index 1013





Index 1013







CORRECT

Up to 2 MILES









INCORRECT



Missed opportunity!



QUESTION

• According to MUTCD Standards, what are the ONLY 2 types of 
permissible stripe to use in an acceleration or deceleration lane???

• ANSWER:  dotted and solid



Lane reductions

• Standard has been constant since 1940s!

• Same principles apply for ALL roadways



Index 711







What if my signs are not at the correct location???











Why not reduce on the right side???



Correct lane reduction markings

• I-65 NB at mp 290, Blount County
• I-85 NB at mp 10, Montgomery County
• I-20 EB at mp 188, Calhoun County
• I-20 WB at mp 205, Cleburne County
• I-20 EB at mp 214, Cleburne County (Georgia line)
• I-20 WB at mp 173, Talladega County????
• I-65 NB at mp 182, Elmore/Autauga Counties? TBD



Recovery Lanes





Get it right the first time!





Upcoming striping changes???

• New MUTCD in 2020???
• Unlike 2009 edition, little if any change to these 
standards….

• Except these potential new standards:



Potential new standards

• 6” wide stripes for certain roadways (Interstates, 
high speed roadways {>40mph})

• Chevrons in all gores



What YOU need to do:

• Assume your striping is rong! (or at least non 
standard)

• Have an open mind to doing it DIFFERENTLY
• Consult standard drawings and MUTCD



What YOU need to do:

• Consult with Area Traffic Engineer
• Don’t resist intervention
• If all else fails, contact Maintenance Bureau Traffic 
Operations



What YOU need to do:

• STOP using any source besides our standards!
• Get it right WITH EACH LAYER!



Questions???
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