

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DUTTON DISTRICT MOWING, LINE TRIMMING, AND LITTER PICKUP – SPECIFICATION
Dutton District Mowing, Line Trimming, and Litter Pickup for Jackson and DeKalb County bid #40
Purpose:
The purpose of this TITB (Transportation Invitation to Bid) is to establish a mowing, line trimming, and litter pickup MA for the North Region – Guntersville Area – Dutton District. This MA will only be used by the Alabama Department of Transportation, through the Model Procurement Act.

Award:
This MA will be single awarded to the bidder offering the lowest price for all line items.

Bid submission instructions:
Bids must be submitted to bids@dot.state.al.us by 5:00pm on the “Expiration” date shown on the ALDOT Procurement of Supplies and Nonprofessional Services webpage.  Link provided below.
https://www.dot.state.al.us/business/Procurementsupplies.html 

Contract period:
Establish a 12-month contract with an option to extend for a second, third, fourth, and fifth 12-month period with the same pricing, terms and conditions. The second, third, fourth, or fifth 12-month period, if agreed by both parties, would begin the day after the first, second, third, or fourth 12-month period expires. Any successive extension must have written approval of both the state and vendor no later than 30 days prior to expiration of the previous 12-month period.

Assignment of Contract:
To assign, sublet or transfer any contract resulting from this solicitation, the vendor’s written request must be approved by ALDOT procurement, Area Maintenance Engineer, and District Administrator.

General Contractor’s License:
An Alabama General Contractor License is required for this bid. All vendors must attach a copy of their general contractor’s license to the TITB. Failure to have an Alabama general contractor’s license and to provide a copy of this license will result in bid rejection. 

Indemnity: Contractor shall be fully liable for the actions of its agents, employees, officers, partners, and Subcontractors, and shall fully indemnify, defend, and save harmless the Division, Eligible Users, and the State of Alabama from all claims, losses, suits, actions, damages, and costs of every name and description arising out of Contractor’s performance of this Contract caused by any intentional act or negligence of Contractor, its agents, employees, officers, partners, or Subcontractors, without limitation; provided, however, that the Contractor shall not indemnify for that portion of any claim, loss, or damage arising hereunder due to the sole fault of the Division, Eligible Users, or the State of Alabama. The parties agree that if there are any limitations of the Contractor’s liability, including a limitation of liability clause for anyone for whom the Contractor is responsible, such limitations of liability will not apply to injuries to persons, including death, or to damages to property.

Non-appropriation of funds:
Continuation of any agreement between the State and a bidder beyond a fiscal year is contingent upon continued legislative appropriation of funds for the purpose of this bid and any resulting agreement. Non-availability of funds at any time shall cause any agreement to become void and unenforceable and no liquidated damages shall accrue to the state as a result. The State will not incur liability beyond the payment of accrued agreement payment.








Proration:
Any provision of a contract resulting from this bid to the contrary notwithstanding, in the event of failure of the State to make payment hereunder as a result of partial unavailability, at the time such payment is due, of such sufficient revenues of the State to make such payment (proration of appropriated funds for the State having been declared by the governor pursuant to Section 41-4-90 of the Code of Alabama 1975), the contractor shall have the option, in addition to the other remedies of the contract, of renegotiating the contract (extending or changing payment terms or amounts) or terminating the contract.

Quantity:
The exact quantity of each item is unknown. The Department of Transportation does not guarantee the State will buy any amount. Orders will be placed by the agency as needed and they will be given complete shipping instructions.

Bid Requirement:
All bids must include the unit price for all every line item.

Price Escalation:
If, during the performance of this contract, the price of the material significantly increases, through no fault of the vendor, a price increase may be considered based upon product cost ONLY.  Documentation of the price increase is required from the manufacturer.  All price increases must be approved by both the state and the vendor in writing.  Any de-escalation in price shall be passed onto the state immediately while still meeting all specifications, terms, and conditions of the contract.    

Requested information:
Any additional information requested from a vendor must be furnished within five (5) days from receipt of request.

General Requirements: 
All material and work completed must be in compliance with the ALDOT Standard Specifications for Highway Construction and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest adopted edition.

1.0	Contractor’s General Requirements

1.1    Pursuant to section 34-8-1 of the Code of Alabama, each bidder must submit with their bid, proof of licensing through the Alabama State Board of Licensing for General Contractors, with approved maximum bid limits sufficient to cover the bid related to this specification. Contractor must be licensed in an area of work appropriate to the work scope applicable to this bid process. Failure to comply will be cause for rejection of the bid. A copy of the contractor’s current year license will expedite the evaluation process.

1.2    Each bidder must submit, with their bond, proof of liability insurance in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence, $2,000,000 aggregate. Each bidder shall further provide proof of worker’s compensation insurance sufficient to satisfy all legal requirements of the State of Alabama. Failure to provide this documentation with the bid package will be cause for rejection of the bid.

1.3    In accordance with section 41-16-59 of the Code of Alabama, the successful bidder on this solicitation is restrained from assigning or subcontracting any portion of the work under this contract without the express written consent of the awarding agency and the purchasing director.

1.4    Due to the nature of the contract, award will be made on an “all or none” basis, to the recommended contractor, who during the course of bid evaluation is found to be the lowest responsible bidder. For evaluation purposes, calculations will be based on total estimated annual usage per provided district box sheets.

1.5    Each bidder must provide, with his bid, a bid bond in the amount of five percent (5%) of his total calculated bid annualized for one full contract term of twelve (12) months, as determined by paragraph 1.4 above.

1.6    The successful bidder must, prior to award, provide the State of Alabama with a performance bond in the total calculated amount of award as determined in paragraph 1.4 above.

1.7    Each bidder must be able to document, on demand, a minimum of three (3) years’ experience in successful management of roadway mowing and litter pickup/removal service operations of a similar size, nature and scope including valid references and current contact information.

2.0	General Terms and Conditions

2.1    All workmanship shall be of professional quality and standard as generally accepted in the trade. All workmanship is subject to inspection and approval by the area maintenance engineer, the district administrator, or their designee and must meet the requirements of the Alabama Department of Transportation standard specifications (current edition) as well as any standard drawings, special drawings and special provisions.

2.2    Attention is drawn to the fact that this work will be performed under traffic conditions requiring special care to expedite the work and prevent undue hazardous conditions. Traffic control will be the responsibility of the contractor in accordance with the manual on uniform traffic control devices (MUTCD) and chapter vi of the most current edition of the standards and guides for traffic controls for street and highway construction, maintenance, utility and incidental management operations. Attention is drawn to the requirements of subarticle 107.7 and sub-article 630.03 (d) of the current standard specification for highway construction.

The contractor shall use care to ensure that the traffic control devices are kept in like new appearance for the duration of the project. Payment for these items will be a subsidiary obligation of mowing.

On routes where tractors with mowers are within two feet of the traveled way, the contractor shall be required to protect his personnel and the traveling public. This may be done by providing a trail truck with flashing warning lights and “mower ahead” signs or “flagger ahead” signs with a flagger or other approved methods. Payment for these items shall be a subsidiary obligation of the mowing item. The contractor shall be responsible for ensuring that all employees wear appropriate safety apparel in accordance with the latest edition of the MUTCD and in accordance with the latest class 2 ANSI standards.

When mowing on the inside shoulder of the median on divided highways with speeds greater than 50 mph, a uniformed law enforcement officer with car (state, county, or city) is recommended in addition to the above listed MUTCD traffic control. Scheduling of law enforcement and the cost shall be the responsibility of the contractor. Payment for these items will be a subsidiary obligation of mowing.

Mowing, line trimming and litter collection shall be performed within the limits of the traffic control signing.

2.3    Prices to include all equipment, materials, tools, labor, transportation, traffic control, and other necessary incidentals for the completion of this work in an approved and satisfactory manner. All fuel costs associated with this work shall be a subsidiary of mowing.

2.4    No work will be done without prior approval and notification by the district administrator at locations designated.

2.5    Payment shall be made in arrears by the unit price for each line item actually completed per cycle. An invoice with a copy of the daily reports and proof of compliant disposal (see 3.2) is to be submitted to the district administrator at the end of each cycle. In addition to the above, the contractor shall notify the district administrator’s office daily, by phone, fax, or email of the areas mowed and cleaned so that inspections can be made daily.

2.6    The purchase order award will be valid for the 2026 mowing season as directed by the district administrator, with the option to renew for a second, third, fourth and fifth year with mutual agreement of the Department and the contractor under the original terms, conditions, specifications and pricing.

2.7    The quantities included on the provided box sheet are estimates only and in no way obligate the state to purchase any minimum or maximum quantity of work. The number of cycles may be increased or reduced at the beginning of each contract year or at the written direction of the district administrator (see sec. 3.6). A pre-mowing season meeting will be held the first Monday in April or at least 30 days prior to the first mowing cycle if sooner to determine the planned cycles for the mowing season.

2.8    The estimated acreage is based on maintenance inventories and is furnished for informational purposes only.

2.9    No mowing or litter operations shall be conducted when there are climatic or traffic conditions present or forecast that would make such an operation ineffectual or dangerous. These climatic conditions might include, but are not limited to heavy rain, fog, ice or high winds. Traffic conditions might include sporting events, holidays, concerts, etc.

3.0 	Performance Requirements

3.1    The mowing and litter removal equipment used shall be of sufficient type, capacity, and quantity to safely and effectively perform the mowing work. All factory safety devices must be in place and fully operational. The Department will approve the contractor’s equipment prior to starting work.

The contractor shall utilize equipment that is in good working order and suitable and safe for mowing within the right-of-way limits of the highway. All rotary mowers shall be equipped with safety chains to reduce the possibility of damage to property by flying debris from a mower. Safety chains shall be a minimum of 3/8 inch diameter metal. Links shall be installed side by side around the perimeter of the mower deck frame. The minimum length of the safety chains shall be long enough to drag the ground at all times when the mower is in operation. The mower shall not have a fixed deck width of more than 10 feet so that safe travel in traffic lanes is possible. Hinged or batwing mowers wider than 10 feet, while in operation, shall be acceptable and subject to the district administrator’s approval. Mowers shall be kept in good operating condition and provide a clean sharp cut of vegetation. Equipment shall conform to all federal, state and local laws that apply to the operation of the equipment.

Any contractor personnel working outside their vehicle in a work zone shall wear appropriate reflective attire, i.e. Vest, meeting current ANSI class 2 or class 3 standards. Deliberate violations of established safety protocol, when observed and documented by ALDOT personnel can be grounds for immediate recommendation for cancellation of this contract.

3.2    Removal and disposal of debris during the litter operation shall be the responsibility of the contractor. All applicable federal, state and local laws and ordinances related to the hauling, handling and disposal of such material shall be complied with by the contractor. The contractor must provide proof of compliant disposal with each invoice by submitting with the invoice, disposal tickets providing the name, facility identification number and location of facility contractor is using for disposal of waste materials. All landfill fees shall be the responsibility of the contractor. Failure to provide the required documentation of appropriate and legal disposal shall result in immediate cancellation of the contract and forfeiture of payment for any work found to be in non‑compliance.

3.3    The contractor shall furnish the district administrator with a daily work report which provides information on personnel, equipment, area mowed and litter picked up, work hours, damage and/or repairs made to public or private property, adverse weather, etc.

3.4    Frequencies for each cycle/route are indicated on the provided box sheet. Hours of operations will be from sunrise to sunset only, Monday through Friday, unless altered by order of the district administrator or his designee for particular locations or circumstances. Each cycle must be completed before a new cycle is started. See the attached sheets for locations, cycle frequencies and approximate acreage for each location.

3.5    The district administrator will determine the beginning of each cycle and will notify the contractor fourteen (14) days prior to the beginning of each cycle. No work shall be performed without prior approval from the district administrator.

3.6    Contractor’s shall plan for a single mowing cycle as a standard based on the performance of ALDOT’s herbicide program. If only one cycle is needed, the approximate start date will either be cycle one or cycle three. The district administrator has the authority to alter cycles and to add or to delete routes or increase or decrease the distance on routes as he deems necessary. The contractor’s bid cannot be adjusted to compensate for these alterations.

3.7    Evidence of a contractor’s inability to complete each cycle in a timely manner, in accordance with all terms, conditions and specifications, will be cause for cancellation of the contract.

3.8    Upon request, contractor must be prepared to provide legal identification (state issued driver’s license or non-driver’s license identification card) and a USCIS form I-9 for any contractor employee working on an ALDOT contract.

4.0	Work Scope and Mowing Limits

4.1    The contractor shall provide supervision on the project at all times. Superintendent shall have the authority to coordinate mowing operations, answer inquiries, investigate complaints, ensure safe procedures, monitor traffic control devices, etc. Payment for this will be a subsidiary obligation of mowing.

4.2    The district administrator will notify the contractor of additions, reductions or cancellations in mowing acreage within 14 days of beginning of mowing cycle. The contractor shall receive a notice to proceed from the district administrator prior to starting work on any one cycle. The contractor shall begin work within 14 calendar days of receipt of notice to proceed. Failure to comply with this time frame will result in the contractor being found in default of contract.

4.3    The district administrator or designee will inform the contractor of areas that are not to be mowed. The contractor will use caution to avoid damage to these areas.

4.4    No gathering of hay shall be permitted

4.5    Projected start dates for each cycle are included on box sheet. These dates may be altered, or an entire cycle may be deleted, by the district administrator depending on weather and growing cycles. The district administrator will notify the contractor of any deviation in planned cycle dates.

4.6    The contractor will be required to use hand tools or string trimmers as necessary around sign posts, delineators, utility poles, headwalls, drainage structures, bridges, mail boxes, etc. Payment for these items will be a subsidiary obligation of line trimming.

4.7    The contractor shall perform “edge” trimming behind all concrete islands, curbs and like structures in each mowing cycle. Contractor shall use such equipment that will accomplish required trimming in a neat, linear fashion. No residual cut vegetation shall remain hanging over curbing, concrete islands or like structures. This work shall be a subsidiary obligation of line trimming.

4.8    The contractor shall be responsible for any damage to any public or private vehicles or other property which may occur as a result of mowing operations. Signs or delineators damaged by contractor shall be straightened or replaced immediately, prior to advancing to the next segment at no cost to the Department. The contractor shall immediately notify the district administrator of any damage to public or private property and any repairs performed. The district administrator will determine if repairs are sufficient and has the right to withhold payment until sufficient repairs are made.

4.9    The contractor shall provide adequate equipment and personnel to perform all operations included in this project. These operations shall include normal mowing operations, trimming and handwork, as well as work in wet areas or other hard to maintain areas.

4.10	Mowing operations shall be performed in “block” type segments not to exceed four miles in length. Each section shall be completely mowed including hand work, prior to advancing. Mowing shall progress in a continuous direction. The contractor will not be allowed to skip from one location to another leaving segments unmowed except in the case of a steep slope being too wet to mow which could cause damage to the turf by slipping and spinning tractor wheels. In this case the contractor will return to this area after a sufficient drying period.

4.11	Mowing height shall be 6 inches. The tolerance for mowing height shall be 3/4 inch plus or minus. Mowers working adjacent to each other shall provide for a neat uniform cut over the entire width of the cut area. Scalping or shallow cutting will not be permitted.

4.12	Any rutting, scalping or slope damage created by the contractor will be repaired and returned to pre‑existing condition, using ALDOT specifications for topsoil, seeding and mulching. Costs associated with the repair shall be a subsidiary obligation of mowing.

4.13	Front slopes greater than 3:1 will be mowed a minimum of 15 feet down the slope from edge of shoulder or edge of guardrail if applicable. On backslopes greater than 3:1, mow a minimum of 15 feet up the backslope from ditchline. Any slope, ditch or other mowable area, as defined by the mowing limits in this contract, that is too wet to mow without tractor slippage will be mowed using a boom mower or hand equipment unless otherwise directed by the district administrator. Payment for these items shall be a subsidiary obligation of mowing.

4.14	Mowing equipment shall be cleaned of all clippings and seeds and approved by the district administrator or his designee prior to beginning each mowing cycle. In addition, mowing equipment shall be cleaned of all clippings and seeds prior to beginning each day.

4.15	If mowing is not completed within the allotted number of days, liquidated damages will be assessed per cycle, based on the most current edition of standard specifications for highway construction.

4.16 	For the purpose of this contract, litter is defined as, but not limited to, trash, garbage, and/or refuse of the following types: paper, plastic, bottles, cans, wood, tires, metal products, etc. And debris designated by the district administrator. Litter is to be collected immediately before and immediately after mowing for disposal on each mowing cycle within the mowing limits and shall include the paved shoulder and roadway.

4.17	The immediate post mowing litter pickup will be considered subsidiary to the mowing cycle. All litter shall be removed within 48 hours after mowing.

4.18 	Litter collection shall be done within separate blocks or areas designated by the district administrator to allow the collection to be performed in an orderly manner and to allow the inspection of the litter removal work.

4.19	The contractor shall dispose of the collected litter in accordance with the laws, rules and regulations that apply to the disposal of this type of debris.

4.20	Litter pickup will be required in addition to mowing cycles within 14 days of a written request from the district administrator. Additional litter pickup will be paid at the bid price submitted for the regular mowing cycles. The contractor should plan for a minimum of quarterly litter pickup cycles on divided highway routes in addition to the regular mowing cycles.

4.21	Handwork around guardrails and cablerails and attached end anchors will be paid for as line trimming. All other items requiring handwork will be paid as subsidiary to line trimming (see sec. 4.6).

4.22	Additional line trimming will be required within 14 days of a written request by the district administrator based on aesthetic and safety requirements around structures and guardrail. Additional line trimming will be paid at the bid price submitted for the regular mowing cycles.

5.0	Inspection

5.1    The district administrator may appoint such inspectors, assistants, or representatives as he deems necessary and they shall be granted full access to the work under the contract.

5.2    Duties of the inspector:

Inspectors will be authorized to inspect all work done. Such inspection may extend to all or any part of the work. The inspector will not be authorized to alter or waive the provisions of the contract. The inspector will not be authorized to issue instructions contrary to the plans and specification or to act as foreman for the contractor; however, he/she shall have the authority to reject work or materials until any questions at issue can be referred to and decided by the district administrator.

Inspector shall be authorized to enforce worksite safety requirements. In the event that an undue safety hazard exists, the inspector is authorized to stop work until the hazard is corrected.

5.3    All work is to be done during daylight hours.

Mowing guidelines and parameters for all cycles

Medians are to be mowed in their entirety.

Outside slopes on all routes are to be mowed to right of way or to the existing tree line/fence line in each cycle.

Litter collection is to be performed to the right of way or tree line/fence line.

At intersecting roadways and driveways, a wide sight triangle, with legs extending 150 feet, shall be mowed down each side of the intersection.

Handwork around guardrails, culvert ends and bridge ends and other drainage structures shall be a priority.

Wet areas not accessible by mechanical mowing equipment shall require hand trimming or other specialized equipment on each cycle or as directed by the district administrator or designee.
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