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= The Sloan/Kirkbride plan had a central administrative building with three staggered patient wings segregated by gender
on each side. Many institutions across the country followed this pattern, but Dr. Kirkbride considered the “Alabama Insane
Hospital” to be the finest example of this concept. Later wings (not a part of the Kirkbride plan) have been removed,
but the original 1861 building still stands and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places because of its national
significance.

= Upon the recommendation of Miss Dix and Dr. Kirkbride, Dr. Peter Bryce was appointed the first superintendent of the
hospital. He and his wife, Ellen Clarkson Bryce, became comerstones of Tuscaloosa society and tenacious advocates for
people who experience mental illness.

= Dr. Bryce put in place the latest methods of therapy fostered by the “moral treatment movement.” Early intervention,
treatment without the use of restraints, and social support were hallmarks of this methodology. After his death in 1892, the
hospital was renamed for Dr. Bryce. He and Mrs. Bryce are buried on the hospital grounds near the grand approach to the
institution they served with great devotion.

= Dr. James Thomas Searcy succeeded Dr. Bryce and served as superintendent from 1892 until 1919. He initiated reforms
in treatment and medical records. He also established a second hospital in Mount Vernon, Alabama, which was named for
him following his death. Searcy Hospital has its own rich history and is still in operation.

* Dr. W. D. Partlow served as superintendent from 1919 to 1950. During his tenure, a new residential facility was opened in
1923 for people with intellectual disabilities (ID). Shortly thereafter, the legislature passed an act naming the facility for Dr.
Partlow. The W. D. Partlow Developmental Center is the only remaining residential facility in the state for persons with ID.
More than 99 percent of individuals with ID are now served in the community.
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facade of the original Kirkbride building, along with the grand approach from Campus Drive, should be preserved If the walls
of Bryce Hospital could talk, one would hear of the difficulties of experiencing mental illness, the advantages of recovery,

and the compassion of clinicians and staff. Additionally, one would hear the ongoing discussions by leaders who sought to
offer the best care, given the resources at the time. Completed in 1861, having endured both the Civil War and the burning

of the adjacent University of Alabama by federal troops in 1865, Bryce Hospital is a symbol of resilience and reform. As a
contemporary of the Alabama State Capitol in Montgomery, Bryce is an irreplaceable historical treasure for future generations.




